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Challenges facing publicly engaged archaeology 

Åά9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǾŀƭǳŜ 
and enjoy the diversities which they bring to their respective societies. In this light, Cultural 
Heritage Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜΧ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ 
to Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜΦ Χ w9!/I ώŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ Ƙƻǿϐ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ 
contribute to develop a common horizon of understanding [and] contribute to a deeper 
engagement of civil society in the research and establishment of innovation ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦέ 
(http://reach -culture.eu/project) 

ÅPublic engagement is an element of the archaeological process typically regarded as a 
Ψnice but non-essentialΩ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƛƳǎΦ  

ÅThis applies in commercial units and universities, and even museums often view their 
visitors as detached consumers rather than engaged producers of heritage knowledge.  

ÅArguments foregrounding the economic and intrinsic values of heritage often present 
these as inherently conflicted and/or mutually incompatible, while arguments for the 
societal value of heritage are rarely heard. 

ÅSimultaneously, funding for heritage is being cut back across Europe as heritage is seen 
to be of marginal importance compared with tackling wider social issues; a perception 
with which electorates detached from their heritage are unlikely to disagree.  

 



The benefits of publicly engaged archaeology 

ÅA new paradigm for engaging wider publics in the archaeological process 
enables participative archaeology to be valued for its benefit to wider 
society and its capacity to generate new resources while also advancing 
knowledge about the past. This paradigm gives equal weight to intrinsic, 
economic and societal benefits, seeing the delivery of each as beneficial 
(and often essential) to achieving the others.  

ÅIn exploring this, I will review a selection of UK projects which have been 
shown to measurably benefit individuals, communities and wider society, 
while also advancing knowledge about the past.  

ÅThe conclusion to be drawn is that strategies can and should be developed 
and deployed which identify, maximise and evaluate benefits of public 
engagement with archaeological investigations to individuals, communities 
and society. 

ÅThis will allow heritage to be seen not as a liability but as an asset, and 
expenditure on participative heritage to be seen not as cost but as an 
investment. 



What is public engagement? 

Å"Public engagement describes the myriad of ways in which the activity and 
benefits of higher education and research can be shared with the public. 
Engagement is by definition a two-way process, involving interaction and 
listening, with the goal of generating mutual benefitΦέ 
(https://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/explore-it/what -public-engagement) 

 

Å'Public engagement with research' goes beyond uni-directional dissemination 
to Χ inform, inspire, involve, upskill and enrich. Public engagement Χ 
increases the actual and perceived value of research to wider society, builds 
research capacity and broadens research horizons. 
(http://gow.epsrc.ac.uk/NGBOViewGrant.aspx?GrantRef=EP/R019657/1) 



Public engagement with archaeology 

Å"Public engagement describes the myriad of ways in which the activity and 
benefits of archaeology can be shared with the public. Engagement is by 
definition a two-way process, involving interaction and listening, with the goal 
of generating mutual benefitΦέ                      
(https://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/explore-it/what -public-engagement) 

 

Å'Public engagement with archaeology ' goes beyond uni-directional 
dissemination to Χ inform, inspire, involve, upskill and enrich. Public 
engagement Χ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ the actual and perceived value of archaeology to 
wider society, builds archaeological capacity and broadens archaeological 
horizons. (http://gow.epsrc.ac.uk/NGBOViewGrant.aspx?GrantRef=EP/R019657/1) 



Benefits to individuals, communities and society: three examples 
from my experience 

ÅHEFA 

 

 

 

ÅClare Castle 

 

 

 

ÅMiddlefield Lane 



Benefits to individuals 

ÅWƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ aΦ ŀƴŘ [ŜǿƛǎΣ /Φ Φ нлмоΦ  Ψ/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƛƎ ƛǘΚΩ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǾŀƭƛŘƭȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻlogƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΩΦ 
Journal of Vocational Education & Training, Volume 65, Issue 2, 177-192  

ÅLewisΣ /Φ нлмпΦ Ψ/ƻƻƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ƭǘƻƴ ¢ƻǿŜǊǎΩΥ !ǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ CƛŜƭŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΣ нллрςмоΩ Public 
Archaeology, Vol. 13 No. 4, November 2014, 295ς322. 

ÅLewis, C. 2017. Evidencing the impact of widening participation access programmes for under-16s: Assessment within the Higher Education 
CƛŜƭŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩ Widening Participation and Lifelong Learning Volume 19, Number 2, May 2017,  87-112.  
 



Higher Education Field Academy 

ÅAim: 

 

To involve young people aged between 13 
and 17 in archaeological excavations in order 
to: 

ÅRaise academic aspirations, particularly 
about progressing to university 

 

ÅBoost self-esteem and confidence 

 

ÅInstil new transferrable skills and 
knowledge  

 



Method 
 



 





HEFA outcomes ς 4,024 learners (% 
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[ŜǿƛǎΣ /Φ нлмпΦ Ψ/ƻƻƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ƭǘƻƴ ¢ƻǿŜǊǎΩΥ !ǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ CƛŜƭŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΣ нллрςмоΩ Public Archaeology, 
Vol. 13 No. 4, November 2014, 295ς322. 





(1) Data collection, analysis and evaluation;  

 

(2) Ψ{ƻŦǘΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭΣ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ·verbal communication, 
·structured working, ·creative thinking, ·reflective learning, ·team working, 
·effort and persistence);  

 

(3) Report writing (including ·report structuring, ·data presentation, ·writing skills 
and ·IT skills);  

 

(4) Citizenship (including ·working within local communities, ·contributing to 
community knowledge, ·investigating local environments and ·supporting local 
heritage). 

 

Evaluating skills gain on HEFA 



 





[ŜǿƛǎΣ /Φ нлмпΦ Ψ/ƻƻƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ƭǘƻƴ ¢ƻǿŜǊǎΩΥ !ǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ CƛŜƭŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΣ нллрςмоΩ Public Archaeology, 
Vol. 13 No. 4, November 2014, 295ς322. 
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Benefits to individuals 

ÅRaised aspirations 

ÅMore positive attitudes  

ÅEnhanced self-confidence 

ÅNew and enhanced learning skills  

ÅNew and enhanced work-place skills 

ÅNew and enhanced life skills  

ÅVolunteering experience for CVs 

ÅProject management experience for CVs 

ÅEnriched life experience 

ÅExtended and enhanced social relationships 



Benefits to communities 

Å[ŜǿƛǎΣ /Φ нлмсΦ Ψ!ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŜǇ aŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ wǳǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƛƴ [Φ wƻōŜǊǘǎ όŜŘύ Deep Mapping. Basel: MDPI, 
186-221. 

ÅLewis, C. and Ranson,  C. 2013. Archaeological Excavations at Clare Castle, Suffolk, 2013. University of Cambridge excavation report published 
online http:// www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/reports/suffolk/clare-castle/2013. 

ÅParry, J. 2014. Managing a Masterpiece: The Stour Valley Landscape Partnership. Evaluation Report. Report commissioned by Dedham Vale 
AONB published online at http://www.dedhamvalestourvalley.org/assets/planning/Managing-a-Masterpiece-Evaluation-Report-Dec-2013.pdf 

http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/reports/suffolk/clare-castle/2013
http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/reports/suffolk/clare-castle/2013
http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/reports/suffolk/clare-castle/2013
http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/reports/suffolk/clare-castle/2013
http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/reports/suffolk/clare-castle/2013


Aims: 

ÅTo involve members of rural communities (residents, 
landowners, informal and formal learners, volunteers, school 
children, local history and conservation societies) in 
archaeological excavations in order to: 

ÅEnsure places of distinctive landscape character are 
understood, cared for and celebrated by communities with 
the knowledge, skills and opportunities needed to manage 
and enjoy them.  

ÅAdvance understanding of the historic evolution of the 
landscape 

ÅEncourage more people to access, learn about, become 
involved in and make decisions on their landscape heritage. 

Clare Castle Excavations (May/September) 2013 







Clare Castle Excavations (May/September) 



Clare Castle 2 





Excavations at Clare Castle in 2013 
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Clare Castle Excavation - June 2013 
Overall Rating 



Clare Castle 
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Clare Castle Excavation - June 2013 
"Would you recommend this activity to others?" 



Clare Castle 
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Clare Castle Excavation - June 2013 
"I will take more interest in archaeology and heritage generally 

in the future" 



Excavations at Clare Castle in 2013 
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Clare Castle Excavation - June 2013 
"I will take more interest in the archaeology and heritage of 

Clare in the future" 




